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In this month's edition:
• All about the chipper!
• How to rent the CRFC chipper for your projects
• And finally...a new grant project in the works

All About the CRFC chipper

When CRFC developed the fuel reduction project that won a competitive
grant from the Sonoma County Vegetation Management Program, project
manager Judy Rosales knew that heavy-duty tools would need to be available
to our community in order to keep up the maintenance once the project was
complete. So she wrote the grant application to include funds to purchase a
professional chipper.
But having the tool is only part of the work. The chipper needs to be insured,
and properly towed by an appropriate truck. It needs to be registered with
the California Air Quality Board, which incurs a hefty fee. The operators of
the chippers must be paid a reasonable hourly wage, have workers
compensation coverage, and liability insurance as well. Finally the chipper
needs to be housed in a safe and secure location, where it can be maintained
by knowledgeable local people with the right tools and equipment on site to
do so.

CRFC Board Members Daniel Schoenfeld and Christopher Fohner with Charles Hope

Addressing all of these questions could have been a source of great
consternation and stress, but CRFC is fortunate to have a long-time working
partnership with local company, Charles Hope Construction. Charles has
collaborated with CRFC on multiple grant projects to date, most recently the
last rainwater catchment project.
Daniel Schoenfeld, CRFC volunteer board member, has been a key figure in
working out the details of the arrangement between CRFC and Charles in
order to get the chipper made available to the community as soon as
possible. Drawing on his long-term relationship with Cal-Line Equipment,
Daniel was able to get a contract to build the chipper as soon as the grant
award was released, a major achievement when demand for equipment is at
an all-time high and supply chains have been disrupted.
Thanks to Daniel’s volunteer work, CRFC's chipper was built in excellent time
and delivered directly to Charles within only a few months. After some time
on site to carefully asses the machine’s capabilities and ensure proper
training by its operators, two trial runs were scheduled to determine costs of
operations for a typical day. The first took place on Gualala Ranch for about
four hours, and the second is scheduled for early March (weather permitting).

These two projects will allow Charles and CRFC to accurately estimate
operating costs for a day’s rental for anyone in the service area. Currently we
expect the cost for the machine, towing, and insured operator to total less
than $500 for a 6-hour day.

Our Community Chipping Program
However, even those costs can be high, especially for community groups and
HOAs coordinating volunteers to do fuel reduction work on mutual access
roads. That's why CRFC has been working hard to raise funds for a free and
reduced-cost chipper program, and we are now accepting applications for
community use on our scheduling request form.
What is Community Use? The Community Chipper program is intended to
help reduce vegetation along access routes in the communities and
subdivided ranches along Fort Ross Road. The chipper is available for
community groups working on mutual access roads on a reduced cost or free
basis. Groups are responsible for cutting, gathering, and piling vegetation,
and should plan to be available to bring materials to the chipper on the day
of chipping.
How about Individual Use? The chipper is also available for rental at cost to
private property owners within our service area along Fort Ross Road. Fees
will cover the trailer and towing, insurance, state fees, fuel and an insured
chipper operator. Users will be expected to provide labor for bringing
material to chipper during the rental period.

For complete details on pile requirements and how to
schedule, please visit:
https://coastridgecommunityforest.org/chipper/

To donate to our community chipper fund, please visit Paypal to donate to
the CRFC Community Chipper Fund. 100% of funds collected for our Chipper
Fund go to offsetting the costs of chipper use for local groups.

And finally: a new grant project in the works:
The Evacuation Route and Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project
CRFC has partnered with Muniz Ranches on a one million dollar grant proposal
to construct shaded fuel breaks on the following roads:
Brain Ridge
Camper Creek Road
Bohan Dillon Road
Sea View Ranch Road
Hazel’s Road
Blue Jay Road
Muniz Ranch Road
If you live or own property on one or more of these roads, please fill out a
participation agreement to allow hazardous fuels removal on your property.
Together we can bring transformative resources to our landscape!

Thank you for reading, and let us know what you think! Questions, ideas,
ways to volunteer- we'd love to hear from you. Please reach out to
info@coastridgecommunityforest.org with your feedback.
Sincerely,
Demetra Markis, newsletter editor, CRFC project support

