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In this month's edition: our past, present, and
future
We were honored to be invited to share the story of our organization with a
local group, and since we enjoyed the process of writing it all up, we decided
to share the results with you. We hope you enjoy reading!

How did we begin? It all started with Mohrhardt Ridge...

In 2007, Mohrhardt Ridge was put up for sale. A group of community members
came together to create a collective purchase offer, and developed a
prospectus in collaboration with the Open Space District to propose an
easement purchase. The subsequent economic downturn of 2008 disrupted
the project, but buoyed by the experience, some of the group members took
the advice given to them by Amy Chestnut of Sonoma Land Trust to continue
their collective work as a community forest. At that time the Coast Ridge
Community Forest (CRCF) was born as an informal community group, with
our current executive director Judy Rosales as a founding member, along with
Luan Marks, Timothy Osmer, Sarjan Holt, Jim Finn, Mary Carmen Bertagna,
Starhawk, Leah Standley, and Michael Fels.

Judy joined the Sonoma County Forest Working Group as a representative of
the CRCF to explore how the group could collaborate with existing efforts
toward improving collective landscapes. She began hosting annual workshops
for our community members, bringing in regional, local, and state agencies to
provide insight and expertise on topics of interest ranging from forest
management, rainwater catchment, stream improvements, and more. Judy
began working as a grantwriter with the Gualala River Watershed Council,
making the CRCF an arm of that organization for several years, then
regrouping as a separate organization with a new expanded board in 2016.
By 2019 it became clear that the organization needed to formalize in order to
continue bringing grant-funded resources to the community. A previous effort
to establish the non-profit got stalled in bureaucracy, and so new bylaws were
written and the organization was awarded non-profit status in December of
2020, under the new name of the Coast Ridge Forest Council.

What are our goals?

Our mission is to bring resources to our community to create a healthier
and safer forest where all residents flourish. Our vision is an empowered,
resourced community that adapts to the changing climatic conditions of
our forest home.
How we are working to help landowners: Basically, we build a bridge between
public resources and our private landscapes. Funds, technical support, and
other plentiful resources exist to help us manage our forests, improve our
roads, manage our water sources, conduct prescription burns, increase
grazing for fuel reduction, and help us collectively create a healthy and safe
landscape. Our job at CRFC is to get those resources to our community. This
looks like receiving a grant to purchase rainwater catchment tanks, then
hiring local contractors to install the tanks for local landowners; hosting an
application clinic to help landowners get assistance with forest management
plans for their homesteads; and by bringing small landowners together,
providing an economy of scale for service providers who would otherwise not
be available to individual landowners.

"We have to steward this
incredibly beautiful commons of
the state not just for ourselves,
but for the world."

What are our plans for the coming year and the future?

This year, we will:
1- Complete the Fort Ross Road fuel reduction project by the end of
December.

2- Continue working with the Sonoma Coast Collaborative, our regional
planning group, with a long-term goal of creating a network of shaded fuel
breaks on evacuation roads and ridgetop fuel breaks on the northern Sonoma
Coast.

3- Develop a new landowner education series in partnership with Fred
Euphrat, RPF, who serves on our Technical Advisory Committee, to create a
series of workshops to teach leadowners how to write their own forest
management plans in collaboration with our partners in CalFire and the
Sonoma County Forest Conservation Working Group.

Over the next six months, we’ll be planning, writing, and submitting a CalFire
Forest Health Grant proposal, which would encompass an array of projects
including partnering with Sasha Berleman on Fire Forward to create a
prescribed fire plan for our region, formalizing our grazing program,
increasing access to defensible space creation resources, watershed and
stream enhancement, and effectively maintaining the forest work done by
limbing and thinning, grazing, and prescribed fire.

Beyond that and into the coming years, we want to raise awareness about the
value of the work we all do in the Sonoma Coast region. We have the largest
forested landscape in the county, but the smallest population, and so we are
charged with protecting the Sonoma coast and its assets for everyone who
comes to enjoy its beauty and all that it offers. We have to steward this
incredibly beautiful commons of the state not just for ourselves, but for the
world.

Next month, we'll be excited to share key updates on our Fort Ross Road
project! Thank you for reading, and as always, feel free to let us know what
you think. Questions, ideas, ways to volunteer- we'd love to hear from you.
Please reach out to info@coastridgecommunityforest.org with your feedback.
Sincerely,
Demetra Markis, newsletter editor, CRFC project support
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